ROCKY MOUNTAIN BIOLOGICAL LABORATORY
SUMMER 2011 EXPLORATION EXPERIENCES

The Red-naped Sapsucker Thursday, June 23
This woodpecker is anything but ordinary. With a “hairy” tongue and an af!nity for sap, the Red-naped Sapsu
has an intimate relationship with aspen, willows, and the heart-rot fungus that maintains insect and bird diver:
As we hike around RMBL with biologist Dr. Chris Floyd, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, we will learn abo
this eye-catching woodpecker and it’s key role in subalpine ecosystems.

Plants and Pollinators Thursday, June 30

In blooming mountain meadows, one !'nds incredible variation in "ower color, shape, size, and scent. What is
function of this diversity? Why are some "owers long, red, and tubular while others are yellow, "at, and rounc
bees and hummingbirds see these differences the same way we do? Explore the answers to these questions
gists Dr. Nick Waser and Dr. Mary Price guide our discovery of plant-pollinator interactions.

Host-Parasite Interactions Thursday, July 7
What do Giardia, Indian Paintbrush, ticks, and Mistletoe have in common? They are all parasites# Come lec
about the various types of host-parasite interactions and the important roles that each play in natural ecosyst
and our everyday lives. As we explore telltale signs of parasitism, Dr. Noah Whiteman, from the University o
zona, will discuss the fascinating “evolutionary arms race” between parasites virulence and host resistance.

Wild!owers Thursday, July 14
Whether you like playing “name that "ower,” learning unique facts about the plants around you, or simply gaz
mother nature’s beautiful "oral displays, this tour is for you## Meandering along trails through riparian, mead
forest habitats, we will learn about the wild"owers that decorate our mountains and feed our bees, butter"ies,
hummingbirds. This tour is offered through the Crested Butte Wild"ower Festival, www.crestedbuttewild"ower!
val.com.

Invasive Plant Research and Management Thursday, July 21
Do invasive plants change our world? YES# Join Dr. Rebecca Irwin, Dartmouth College, and Dr. Jennifer Re
thel, RMBL Science Director, for an interactive discussion of invasive plant research and management in Gui
nison County. We'll visit on-going research sites, where researchers study invasive plants, including Canada
Smooth Brome, and Yellow Toad"ax. After the excursion, you'll have the opportunity to get your hands dirty |
ing with research and doing active management of weeds at the RMBL. Finish the morning with a delectable
in the Dining Hall, where students and scientists gather to discuss research while they dine. No fee.

Climate Change Thursday, July 28
What is myth and what is fact when it comes to global warming? How do scientist study climate change? Wt
| do to reduce my carbon footprint? Dr. John Harte, author of the new book “Cool the Earth, Save the Econor
Solving the Climate Crisis is EASY,” will answers these and other frequently asked questions about climate cl
We will visit active research sites where RMBL scientists investigate the effects of climate change on our moi
ecosystems.

The Yellow-Bellied Marmot Thursday, August 4
Since 1962, scientists at RMBL have studied the ecology, population biology, and.behavior of the Yellow-bell
Marmot. Curious about what they've discovered? If so, join us for our celebration of 50 years of marmot res
We will visit marmot dens, listen to alarm calls, and talk with Dr. Dan Blumstein, a long-time RMBL researche
studies marmot anti-predator behavior, communication, and response to climate change.

Stream Ecology Thursday, August 11

A stream is not just a body of moving water; it is an ecosystem teaming with life. As such, streams provide e
gists with endless opportunities to study predator-prey, consumer-resource, and competitive interactions. On
this last tour of the season, we will visit weatherports, cattle-tanks, and natural streams that scientists use to
aguatic insects, trophic cascades, and the effects of environmental change on mountain stream communities
Bobbi Peckarsky, professor emeritus at Cornell University and honorary fellow at the University of Wisconsin
discuss the results and broader impacts of stream ecology research conducted at the RMBL.

For more information on RMBL'’s Environmental Education programs and special events, please visit
www.rmbl.org/ee or call (970) 349-7746

The Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory provides equal opportunities in science and education without regare
to race, color, religion, national origin, gender, and sexual orientation.



