


Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory (RMBL) Education Program
PREVIEW of Financial Aid Information
Prepare to enter this information on the RMBL application

This form provides a preview of the questions that will be asked on the RMBL Summer Education Program application.  We suggest that you complete this form in advance and be prepared to enter the answers into the application.  The online application must be completed in one session.


RMBL Education Program – Background
	The RMBL Education Program (Summer Research Experience) is centered on outdoor biology research at a remote field station in the mountains. The program is residential and full-time, with students conducting independent research while also participating in STEM skill development and career workshops. Each student is matched with a RMBL scientist mentor; students work with mentors and their lab teams to design, carry out, and present a research project. The program has 40 students and is full by late March/early April. 

The 2026 program fee of $10,000 is all-inclusive, tuition + housing + 3 meals/day for the entire 10 week program. Funding for the 40 students is individualized, just as it is at students’ home institutions. Of the 40 students at RMBL, approximately 10 of them will receive REU awards (which covers the full cost of the program and provides a stipend to the student), ~20 will receive full or partial RMBL scholarships that cover all or part of the program fee, and the remaining students will pay the full program costs, either with personal funds or from external funding sources (for example, supported by 529 funds or an internship or scholarship from their school).

No student should hesitate to apply for the undergraduate program solely because they lack financial resources. Many students who attend RMBL receive generous scholarships which provide significant support to students who are either not eligible for the REU award or who were not selected for the REU. There are several full scholarships that cover the entire cost of the program as well as scholarships that provide partial amounts toward program fees, with the student paying the remainder. Financial aid awards are based on an assessment of the strength of the application, academic potential, and financial need. Undergraduates, gap year, and recent post-baccalaureates are welcome to apply for scholarships.

Please note that students receiving any form of financial aid are expected to maintain adequate progress in the summer program. Students will undergo a review mid-way through the summer to ensure that they are meeting program expectations. 

Who Should Complete the Financial Aid Information on the Application?

· Applicants who are applying for and are eligible for an NSF-REU award. 
· Applicants who are applying for RMBL scholarships. Applicants who need financial aid to help cover the cost of the program but are either not eligible or not interested in applying for the NSF funded REU award. 
· Applicants who apply for the REU award but would like to be considered for a full or partial scholarship from RMBL if they are not selected for the REU award. 

Who should NOT complete the Financial Aid information on the application?
· Students with no financial need or with alternative sources of funding for the program (for example, you know you or your school is paying) do not need to fill out this information. Students without financial need are welcome to apply to RMBL. Acceptance into the RMBL Education Program is not related to financial need.


The information in the form will be kept confidential.  Please answer the questions thoroughly.  Incomplete answers will significantly delay review of your application.  

	



General Information
	Your Full Name:
	     

	By completing and submitting this form, you are certifying that, to the best of your knowledge, the information contained herein is correct and complete, and that you are giving RMBL your permission to verify the information. Please notify RMBL of any changes in your financial situation.
Please check this box if you understand and agree to the previous statements:
	


|_|


	
Scholarships- You will be asked to check if one of these applies to you.

	Bill & Grace Calder Scholarship
This scholarship is intended for women who are Journalism, English, or Creative Writing majors (or are journalists) interested in nature or environmental writing and wish to study field biology for a summer. 
UCSB Promise Program Scholarship. This full scholarship is intended for an undergraduate student in the UCSB Promise Program.
Sewanee- the University of the South Scholarship This full scholarship is intended for an undergraduate Sewanee student.
Please check this box if you think you would qualify for any of these awards: 

	





|_|

     





	



Your Finances

	Estimated costs for your current school year (please itemize in detail (tuition, housing, meals, books, etc.):
	     

	Estimated funds available for your current school year (please list sources, e.g. savings, grants, loans, scholarships, parents, etc.):
	[bookmark: Text168]     

	 Have you ever applied for Federal Financial Aid (completed a FAFSA?).
	     

	Do you usually work during the summer to earn money for school?
	     

	Are you eligible for federal work study?
	     

	Estimated funds available for your summer research experience (e.g. savings, parents, scholarships from your school, etc.)
	     

	Do you receive financial support from your parent(s) during this school year?
	     

	Did your parents claim you as an income tax exemption this year?
	     

	How many dependents do your parents claim?
	[bookmark: Text170]     

	Do you currently receive funding in the form of a Federal Pell Grant?  If yes, you may skip the next section (Financial Statement portion) of this form and go to the Summary Financial Aid needs statement. You may be asked to verify your Pell Grant.

	     




	Student, Spouse and Parent Financial Statement
The following questions should be answered from your (or your parents', if you are a dependent) most current U.S. federal income tax return.  All financial information is kept confidential.

Parent 2023 Income
Parent 1 (or joint filing) 2023 Total Income (e.g. from work or other sources)?      
Parent 2 2023 Total Income (e.g. from work or other sources)?      

Student/Spouse 2023 Income
Student 2023 Total Income (e.g. from work or other sources)?      
Spouse 2023 Total Income (e.g. from work or other sources)?      






Summary Financial Aid needs statement: If you feel that this form may not present a realistic picture of your finances, please explain why you need financial support from RMBL to participate.
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