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1.  Background and purpose:  In 2026 RMBL will provide a number of different fellowships, totaling approximately $25,000 in new awards to support graduate students. 
Dr. Lee R.G. Snyder Memorial Fellowship  
The fund was established in memory of Dr. Lee R.G. Snyder, who died suddenly in January 1985. At the time of his death Lee was Associate Professor of Biology at the University of California, Riverside.  He was a long-time member of the RMBL and began his highly regarded research on biochemical adaptations of deer mouse hemoglobins as a graduate student at the Lab in the early 1970s.  Lee was personally devoted both to the RMBL and to excellence in graduate training. With this in mind, a memorial fund was established in 1985 with the goal of supporting biological research by graduate students working at the RMBL.  RMBL anticipates awarding approximately $3900 to multiple graduate students.

Dr. Jean H. Langenheim Endowed Graduate Fellowship in the Ecology and Evolution of Plants
Jean Langenheim had a long-time relationship with RMBL, having first come in 1946 when she took courses from Harriet Barclay, who had stimulated her interest in plant ecology at the University of Tulsa. Until her recent passing in 2021, Dr. Langenheim was Professor Emeritus of Biology and Research Professor in the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at UC-Santa Cruz, where she had been since 1966.  Despite her change in research focus to tropical and Pacific Coast plants, she maintained an interest in and love of high mountain plants- especially in the Gothic area. Approximately $12,000 in new funds are available from this endowment in 2026. We expect that there will be up to three new awards of $4000 each to be awarded to students researching plants in 2026.  One- or two-year awards may be considered. The intention is for the ‘two-year’ award recipient(s) to receive $4000 in 2026 and $4000 in 2027, assuming sufficient progress on the thesis.
RMBL Graduate Fellowships
Besides the Snyder fellowships and Langenheim fellowship, RMBL anticipates awarding an additional $9000 to multiple graduate students.  These fellowships are made possible by generous donors to RMBL.

2.  Conditions:  Grants are restricted to students enrolled in legitimate graduate programs in biology or related fields and students working at RMBL.  Allowable expenses include all RMBL fees (station fees, housing, meals, parking, storage, and lab rental), supplies, sample processing, equipment, travel, and childcare for your family (as appropriate). Non-disposable supplies and equipment purchased with fellowship funds are the property of RMBL and must be labelled as such. Salaries are not allowed.  Funds can be used for yourself or members of your research team. 

3.  Applications:   Applications must be received by Feb 13 to be considered for funding for the subsequent 12-month period.  Applicants must have either an approved research plan or a research plan under review.  The application form, including a budget, should be submitted as a ‘Fellowship Application’ in your RMBL Portal Account. When you login to your portal account, look for this button: 
[image: ]
The application consists of the following materials:

* A completed Application Form for a RMBL Fellowship, which includes an itemized budget of research expenses at RMBL and data management plan.
* Two letters of recommendation, one of which is from the student's faculty advisor. Ask recommenders to send recommendations by email directly to Research Support Specialist Amanda Henderson  amanda@rmbl.org and cc Science Director Jennie Reithel sd@rmbl.org   If you would like us to re-use recommendations from previous years, please let us know. However, past feedback from Graduate Fellowship Committee is that using old letters is difficult for reviews. Therefore, we CAN use old letters, but use your judgement and consider getting a new one or two if the old ones may be outdated.

The Graduate Fellowship Committee will be provided a copy of your most recent research application/project description, as well as your CV and fellowship reports you’ve submitted to RMBL. You may add new experiments, studies, or observations as a supplement to your research plan, submitted by Feb.2. Please note that once you submit your proposal/supplements to RMBL on Feb.2, you cannot edit documents that are currently under review by the Research Committee. The Research Committee and Fellowship Committee must receive the same proposal/supplements, which you submit on Feb.2 or in a previous year. Contact the Science Director with questions.

4.  Screening of applications:  Evaluation criteria are scientific soundness and feasibility, suitability of RMBL as the study site, demonstrated productivity (if relevant), scientific promise of the applicant, data management plan, financial need, and participation in education and outreach (if relevant).   

5.  Awarding of grants:  Final delivery of an award requires that the proposal be approved according to the normal RMBL procedures for screening research applications.  The student must work through the Lab and pay applicable RMBL fees.  

6. Reporting: The awardee will provide a written report of progress made with the grant (maximum 2 pages) by December 1 of the year in which the funded season of research is concluded.  This report becomes the property of RMBL and may be used in any reasonable way (such as publication in the RMBL Newsletter). Failure to receive a timely report will prevent you from being awarded funds in future years.

7. Data Sharing: Data from RMBL-supported projects must be shared with the scientific community following standards as outlined for NSF’s LTER program https://lternet.edu/data-access-policy/:  ‘scientists should make every effort to release data in a timely fashion and with attention to accurate and complete metadata’. Data should be publicly available via a community accepted database (e.g. EDI repository, Open Science Framework, or others) within two years of data collection and no later than the main findings of the project are published. Datasets should be accompanied by appropriate metadata (e.g. EML) and made available for download without pre-screening. A RMBL-specific metadata template is available on request. You will need to tell RMBL where datasets are stored. If a request for RMBL support is justified in part by the value of a long-term project, public access will need to be provided to the long-term data, not just the data generated in the years in which RMBL support is received. Written clarifications around data-sharing may be requested of the Science Director before support is received. Exceptions to data-sharing expectations must be well justified and receive approval from the RMBL Science Director. In your report for the award, you should describe the datasets that are shared and archived, and where they are available (or where you intend to make them available, if they are not already). For datasets in GitHub in particular, we recommend setting up a doi to make the data more findable, as well as make it easy for your dataset to be cited.  

8. Acknowledgement: Acknowledgment of RMBL is expected in any publication resulting from funded research.  Failure to carry out the proposed research, to submit an adequate final report, to archive data, or to acknowledge the fund in publications may disqualify a student from receiving further awards.
Scroll down for the application form.
-------------------------------------------------------


Application for RMBL Graduate Fellowship
The information provided on this form will be kept confidential
Applicant's name: 
Date Submitted: 
What degree are you pursuing?
If you are pursuing a PhD, have you advanced to candidacy?   If so, when?
How many years have you worked at RMBL?
[bookmark: _Hlk156893761]Are you a US citizen or permanent resident? 
If not, do you have a visa that allows you to work or receive funding in the United States?  
If not, you may still eligible for RMBL fellowships in the form of a fee waiver.  Reach out to the Science Director for details.

Budget: Please provide an itemized budget of research expenses at RMBL. Applicants should include the expected/desired number of individuals on the research team, including the applicant, and the number of days they will be at RMBL.  RMBL rates can be found at:  http://www.rmbl.org/field-station-info/rates-and-fees/   
What are you requesting in funds from RMBL? Awards are typically in the $500-$1500 range, except for the Langenheim award, which is $3750 in each of two years. We recommend that your RMBL request fall approximately within or near the range of typical awards. The Langenheim fellowship is to support plant-related research. Does your research fall into this category? If you are applying for the Langenheim fellowship, please explain how you would use the funds this year and next year.

Budget justification:  Please explain your projected expenses within the context of your research proposal. 

Funding Sources:  Please provide the following information on other funding sources, including dollar amounts when possible: a) What funding have you already secured?, b) what funding have you applied for (or plan to apply for) and is pending? and c) can your advisor support your work or make up any budget shortfalls?  d) similarly, please include a description of how much of your work is self-funded vs. funded by other sources, e) Please note if you have previously received RMBL Graduate Fellowship funds.  Please support yes/no answers with brief explanations.
Timeline: Please include a timeline of your fieldwork for the up-coming field season. Either a text or schematic description will work.
Data management plan: Please briefly describe your data management plan. The plan should include a description of the datasets being archived, the dissemination methods, and the timeline for data-sharing. This plan can be brief (i.e., a paragraph). The plan should reflect the intent of the NSF data-sharing guidelines, linked here  https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/dmp.jsp , focusing on the guidelines that are relevant to your research program. 
To make it easier for scientist to fulfill data sharing requirements, RMBL offers data services. Specific services include providing scientists with a template metadata form that they can use as a starting point and which includes RMBL metadata (e.g., location data from our geodatabase) already filled in. Additionally, we will review scientists’ data and metadata for interpretability. Our default data repository will be with the Environmental Data Initiative (EDI), https://environmentaldatainitiative.org/ , but we are happy to help archive data in any reasonable location. Please see additional information on data sharing requirements above, pp.2-3.
Service, Outreach, and Communication (optional):  If you have been at RMBL long enough to mentor students, volunteer, or be featured in the media, please list those activities and media pieces briefly. Outreach at RMBL includes volunteering for adult programming, the youth science program, the high school course, the college education program, teacher professional development, events, videos, blogs, social media, etc.  

------------------------
THANK YOU!
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