Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory
Application for Returning Student Fellowship
Last edited January 9, 2026

1. Background and purpose: In 2026 RMBL has approximately $8000 to support returning students.   

2. Conditions:  Fellowships are restricted to applicants who were students in the RMBL Education Program at some point in the past. We encourage people returning for their second summer to apply, but all applications are welcome. The applicant is expected to be one of the following at RMBL: a research assistant (RA), or a first year graduate student. Allowable expenses include all RMBL fees (registration fees, station fees, housing, meals, parking, storage, and lab rental). Salaries are not allowed. Students who are interested in participating in the Education Program for a second summer and are interested in applying for scholarship funds or REU funds, are encouraged to apply to the Education Program directly. More information about applying to the Education Program is on the website. Follow the tab for ‘students’.

3. Applications:   Applications must be received by Feb. 13, 2026 to be considered for funding for the subsequent 12-month period. Materials should be submitted by email to Amanda Henderson, RMBL Research Support Specialist.  Amanda@rmbl.org  The application consists of the following materials:

*  Essay.  Describe what you gained from being a student at RMBL your first year and why you want to return, as well as how it fits with your career plans. You are not required to identify the principal investigator (PI) you’ll be working with in the application, but you can mention that person if you already know who you want to work with. Please limit your essay to no more than one page of typed text. Concise is best.  

*  Itemized budget.  Provide an itemized budget of research expenses at RMBL. Your budget should include the total number of days you are hoping to be at RMBL, as well as the itemized costs for room, board (if applicable), station fees, registration fee and parking (if applicable). RMBL rates can be found http://www.rmbl.org/field-station-info/rates-and-fees/   Awards are typically in the $750-$2500 range.
Be clear about 1) your total budget for the summer, 2) how much funding you are requesting, and, 3) how much funding you have already secured (e.g. from an advisor, mentor, or your home institution) 
*  Two letters of recommendation, one of which should be from someone at RMBL who knows you. Please ask your recommenders to send letters directly to Amanda Henderson, RMBL Research Support Specialist.  Amanda@rmbl.org 


4.  Screening of applications:  Evaluation criteria are scientific promise of the applicant, impact on career, and financial need.  


5.  Awarding of grants:  Awards will be announced in early March.  Receipt of the award is contingent upon students’ lining up a principal investigator (PI)/mentor by April 1 and by submitting the appropriate RMBL application or registration forms by April 1 (e.g. Student application or RA housing/field work visit registration). Final delivery of an award requires that the research plans are approved according to the normal RMBL procedures for screening research applications. For RAs, it is expected that the research undertaken is approved under the PI’s research plan. For all applicants, you must conduct your research through the Lab and pay applicable RMBL fees. The awardee will provide a written report explaining how the award impacted their career (maximum 2 pages) by October 1 of the year in which the award was made. This report becomes the property of RMBL and may be used in any reasonable way (such as, publication in the RMBL Newsletter). By the same October 1 deadline, applicants receiving fellowship support must submit metadata and data to the RMBL database for the research project that was funded by the fellowship. Data do not need to be made public, but they need to be archived. For data that are part of long-term datasets, a timeline for prepping data and archiving the long-term dataset needs to be in place by Oct.1. Acknowledgment of RMBL is expected in any publication resulting from funded research.  Failure to complete the planned field season, to submit an adequate final report, to archive data, or to acknowledge the funds in publications may disqualify a student from receiving further awards.
6. Questions: Email the Science Director with questions about the application. sd@rmbl.org 
Please scroll down for the application form.
-------------------------------------------------------


Please provide the following information.
(The information provided on this form will be kept confidential.) 
Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory 
Returning Student Scholarship Application

Applicant's name:
Date:
Essay:





Budget: Provide an itemized budget of expenses at RMBL.  Your budget should include the total number of days you are hoping to be at RMBL, as well as the itemized costs for room, board (if applicable), station fees, registration fee and parking (if applicable). RMBL rates can be found at:  http://www.rmbl.org/field-station-info/rates-and-fees/  Awards are typically in the $500-$2000 range.
Be clear about 1) your total budget for the summer, and, 2) how much funding you are requesting. 



Budget justification:  Please explain your projected expenses within the context of your summer plans. 




Funding Sources:  Please provide the following information on other funding sources a) What funding have you already secured?, b) what funding have you applied for (or plan to apply for) and is pending? and c) can your advisor/mentor support your work or make up any budget shortfalls?  d) Please note if you have previously received RMBL Scholarship funds.  


------------------------
THANK YOU!
