Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory
Research Fellowship Information for Scientists – 2026 Application
Last Modified:  January 9, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk92727870]1.  Purpose:  This program provides financial support to defer the costs of working at RMBL for scientists at the postdoctoral stage and beyond. Graduate students should submit a Graduate Student Fellowship application. We expect to award up to $38,000 in 2026 through this Research Fellowship program. $20,000 are for general research, up to $11,000 for long-term phenology research and up to $7000 are to fund geological research, the Tim W Wawrzyniec Fellowship, with up to two $1000 awards for visiting geologists to explore developing a research plan, and/or a $5000 award for a new geologist starting a research program. We will consider all types of fellowship requests, but we are particularly interested in supporting early career scientists, long-term research projects, and maintaining a dynamic and active PI community in the basin. New scientists to RMBL are encouraged to apply. Contact the Science Director with questions. sd@rmbl.org   970-379-6802
2.  Conditions:  Grants are restricted to scientists working at RMBL. Allowable expenses include all RMBL fees (station fees, housing, meals, parking, storage, and lab rental), supplies, equipment, travel, and childcare for your family (as appropriate). Non-disposable supplies and equipment purchased with fellowship funds are the property of RMBL and must be labelled as such. Salaries are not allowed.  Funds can be used for yourself or members of your research team. Fund requests should clearly indicate which portion is for PI’s vs. lab team members in the budget.
3.  Applications:  Applications must be received by Feb 13, 2026 to be considered for funding for the subsequent 12-month period.  Applicants must have either an approved research plan or a research plan under review.  Materials should be submitted in the portal via the Fellowship Application button. [image: ]
The application consists of the following materials:
*  application form (see below), including budget, a data management plan, and results from previous research. 
*  updated CV. 

The Fellowship Committee will be provided a copy of your most recent research application/project description, your Fellowship application form, and CV, as well as any Fellowship reports you’ve submitted to RMBL.

4.  Multi-year awards for long-term research projects:  An applicant may request up to three years of funding when the project involves a long-term research project.  To qualify as a long-term research project, a project needs to have been conducted at RMBL for at least 10 years and involve some type of continuity across those years (e.g., in data collection, experimental treatment).  The maximum for a future year is $1,000.  

PI’s requesting a multiple year award can receive more in the year in which they are requesting support, and can receive more in future years.  For example, a scientist applying in year 1 can request $2500 and a multiple year award.  In year 1 they could receive $2500 and $1,000 for each of years 2 and 3.  They are eligible to request additional funds in both years 2 and 3.  However, a PI can have only one multiple year award at a time.  Having received a three-year award in year 1, they would not be eligible to request another multiple year award until year 4.

Funding for any single year within multiple years are made final at the sole discretion of RMBL’s Executive Director in April of the award year.  For example, if a three-year award is made in 2026, RMBL will let the scientist know by April 1 of 2027 if the funds for that year are not available because of RMBL’s budget.  RMBL can rescind those awards for any reason, including but not limited to budgetary limitations and failure of the PI to follow RMBL policy.
A request for a multiple year award should be clearly identified in the budget.
[bookmark: _Hlk27646329]5.  Screening of applications:  RMBL has established this fund to improve our ability to facilitate research.  The awards should be based on how we can most effectively support research.  Awards will not be focused on the “best proposal” or the “best CV”.  Rather, they will be based on how RMBL can make the biggest impact on RMBL-based science.  Each fellowship committee has broad discretion to establish its general philosophy (e.g., how equitable it wants to be, the extent to which it prioritizes long-term research), but we focus them on the following criteria.  
a.  Applicants who have been at RMBL should have a demonstrated history of productivity, as documented in their CV’s and description of outcomes from previous research.  You are free to define what you think are appropriate measures of productivity.  
b.  All applicants should show future promise; support should not be just for past accomplishments.  Review of this criteria will largely be based upon the research plan.
c.  The impact of a RMBL fellowship on a scientist.  We will base this analysis largely on the information provided in the budget.
d.  Whether a scientist has a clear reason for working at RMBL, and whether the scientist is taking full advantage of the resources RMBL offers.  Applicants have an opportunity to address this on their research plan.
e. The scientist’s data management plan. RMBL is adopting NSF’s data-sharing requirements, linked here. https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/dmp.jsp Scientists should include a data management plan that follows NSF guidelines. 
6.  Awarding of grants:  Final delivery of an award requires that the proposal be approved according to the normal RMBL procedures for screening research applications.  The applicant must pay applicable RMBL fees. The awardee will provide a written report of the work accomplished (maximum 2 pages) by December 31 of the year in which the funded season of research is concluded.  This report becomes the property of RMBL and may be used in any reasonable way (such as publication in the RMBL Newsletter).  
[bookmark: _Hlk156893571]7. Data Sharing. Data from RMBL-supported projects must be shared with the scientific community following standards as outlined for NSF’s LTER program https://lternet.edu/data-access-policy/:  ‘scientists should make every effort to release data in a timely fashion and with attention to accurate and complete metadata’. Data should be publicly available via a community accepted database (e.g. EDI repository, Open Science Framework, or others) within two years of data collection and no later than the main findings of the project are published. Datasets should be accompanied by appropriate metadata (e.g. EML) and made available for download without pre-screening. A RMBL-specific metadata template is available on request. You will need to tell RMBL where datasets are stored. If a request for RMBL support is justified in part by the value of a long-term project, public access will need to be provided to the long-term data, not just the data generated in the years in which RMBL support is received. Written clarifications around data-sharing may be requested of the Science Director before support is received. Exceptions to data-sharing expectations must be well justified and receive approval from the RMBL Science Director. In your report for the award, you should describe the datasets that are shared and archived, and where they are available (or where you intend to make them available, if they are not already). For datasets in GitHub in particular, we recommend setting up a doi to make the data more findable, as well as make it easy for your dataset to be cited.  
8. Acknowledgement. Acknowledgment of RMBL is expected in any publication resulting from funded research.  Failure to carry out the proposed research, to submit an adequate final report, to archive data, or to acknowledge the fund in publications may disqualify an applicant from receiving further support.

Scroll down for the application form.

Application for RMBL Fellowship
(The information provided on this form will be kept confidential.)  
Applicant's name:
Date Submitted:
Are you a US citizen or permanent resident? 
If not, do you have a visa that allows you to work or receive funding in the United States?  
If not, you may still eligible for RMBL fellowships in the form of a fee waiver.  Reach out to the Science Director for details.
Budget: Please provide an itemized budget of research expenses at RMBL. Applicants should include the expected/desired number of individuals on the research team, including the applicant, and the number of days they will be at the RMBL.  Rates can be found at:  http://www.rmbl.org/field-station-info/rates-and-fees/ Awards in previous years were approximately $1500-$5200 each, with total awards approximately $15,000-$30,000 depending on the year. RMBL receives more requests than it can fully fund. Be clear about the total amount you are requesting from RMBL, as well as the portion that would fund PI expenses vs your lab team’s expenses. Please also address whether partial funding would be helpful. (E.g. Would a partial award mean that you can’t come out at all, you can come out but will just do less, etc.)

 
Budget justification:  Please explain your projected expenses within the context of your research proposal and scientific goals. If relevant, describe the impact on the PI and/or research team (e.g. whether an award will have beneficial impacts, such as career advancement/performance evaluation).
 
Funding sources:  Please provide information on other funding sources, noting whether the funding sources are confirmed or pending.  Please note if you have previously received RMBL research support. 

Multiple-year support of Long-Term Research:  Is this a request for multiple year support of a long-term request?  If so, indicate how much you are requesting in future years (up to $1,000 in year two and year three).  Also, please indicate when the study started (it must be at least 10 years old) and explain the continuity between years (experimental/study design, data collection, etc.).
[bookmark: _Hlk28000045]Data management plan: Please describe your data management plan, following NSF guidelines. https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/dmp.jsp The plan should include a description of the datasets being archived, the dissemination methods, and the timeline for data-sharing. To make it easier for scientist to fulfill data sharing requirements, RMBL now offers data services. Specific services include providing scientists with a template metadata form that they can use as a starting point and which includes RMBL metadata (e.g., location data from our geodatabase) already filled in. Additionally, we will review scientists’ data and metadata for interpretability. Our default data repository will be with the Environmental Data Initiative (EDI), https://environmentaldatainitiative.org/ , but we are happy to help archive data in any reasonable location. Regardless of the details of your data management plan, as a fellowship recipient, you will be asked to archive and make publicly available without pre-screening, a copy of your data and metadata, funded by this fellowship, within 2 years of the research being conducted. See additional details above, p.3.
----------------------------------------------
 
Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory 
Results from Previous Work at the RMBL
Please list the number of summers spent working at the Lab, with information on career stage during those summers (e.g., graduate student, postdoc, assistant professor, etc.).

Please provide citations for published or submitted articles based upon work at RMBL, noting any undergraduate or graduate co-authors.  Articles not listed in the RMBL publications database or submitted to the Science Director for archiving will not be considered. 

Please provide any information on the number of students trained (undergraduate, graduate, or postdoc) in different years, as well as any information on their career pathway.

Please provide any information on how science conducted at the Lab has informed management or policy decisions.




Please provide any additional information not captured above on significant outcomes based upon research conducted at the Lab.


-----------------------------
Thank you!
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